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NOTE

An Update on NASA’s Cleanup Efforts at the

Historic Test Stand

Deferral

NASA shares with many in the
community a desire to protect
important cultural and historical
resources at SSFL. Along with the
California State Historic Preservation
Officer and Consulting Parties, NASA
considered the effects of demolition on
cultural resources and how the effects
could be mitigated. The result was a
2014 Programmatic Agreement that
specifies saving at least one test stand
for historic preservation, provided

cleanup goals can still be met.

In July 2015, NASA agreed to defer
demolition of the historic test stands,
including those in the Coca Test
Area, to allow the Executive Branch
to consider a petition asking that
the SSFL be designated a National
Monument under the Antiquities
Act of 1906. NASA stated that it
would defer demolition for as long as
possible without impacting cleanup
responsibilities.

In order to maximize the time to
consider the petition, NASA adjusted
its demolition schedule to prioritize
demolition activities in other NASA-
administered areas where there are
no test stands. In addition, NASA
is investigating the feasibility of
conducting a soil cleanup that meets
the standards required by the state,
without demolishing the test stands.
NASA expects to makeadetermination
about cleanup feasibility and test stand
deferral in 2017.=

The next phase of demolition focuses on areas outside of the historic districts where
obsolete buildings and infrastructure still remain. Specifically, the following areas are
part of Phase 2 demolition activities that will take place over the next year: the Alfa/
Bravo and Coca/Delta Fuel Farms, the Sewage Treatment Plant and the Liquid Oxygen
(LOX) Plant. [See map
on page 2.]

All man-made
structures and objects in
these areas not essential
for current or future
cleanup operations
will be disassembled,
deconstructed, and
removed from the site.
Such objects include
inactive power lines,

pipeline, empty storage

tanks, fencing, and Demolition crew bers survey obsolete tanks and pipeline
in the Skyline Area scheduled for demolition in Phase 2.

concrete and asphalt.
Phase 2 kicked off in March with pre-demolition activities such as staging of work areas
and brush clearing to enable access by crews to the demolition areas. This preparatory
work is expected to take several weeks. Once complete, actual removal of structures can
begin.

Demolition work will begin in the Skyline Area, located in the southwest portion
of Area II. The Skyline area consists of eight 100,000-gallon water tanks, one 470,000-
gallon water tank,
a 1,000,000-gallon
water tank, and

“NASA remains committed to meeting
its cleanup obligations at SSFL and this
demolition work brings us another step

closer toward final cleanup.”
- Peter Zorba, NASA Project Manager

associated pipeline.
Historically the tanks
were used to hold
potable and non-
potable reclaimed
industrial water
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